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January 21,2009

Mr. Robert A. Sturgell
Acting Adminstrator
Federal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 2059I

Dear Mr. Sturgell:

The Aerospace Medical Association (AsMA) recommends that the Aviation Safety Action Program (ASAP) be
continued. The Federal Aviation Administration's stated goal for this program is to enhance aviation safety
through the prevention of accidents and incidents. The focus of the ASAP is to encourage voluntary reporting of
safety issues and events that come to the attention of employees of certain certificate holders. The goal of the
ASAP is to encourage an employee to voluntary report safety issues even though they may involve an alleged
violation of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR).

Employees, union representatives, airline officials, and federal regulators should share and analyze the ASAP
data, and subsequently take constructive corrective action. If employees are discouraged from reporting incipient
safety threats, in-flight mistakes, or other problems because of the threat of punitive action by regulators or
employers, ASAP data will be non-existent and as a result program effectiveness will suffer. Therefore,
confidentiality of ASAP reports should be strengthened to encourage full disclosure of the incident by all of the
involved parties.

The AsMA believes that programs such as the ASAP are one reason for the decline in commercial aircraft
accident rates and strongly endorses the continued voluntary participation of eligible certificate holders, unions
and federal regulators in this program

Sincerelv.
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Russel l  B.  Rayman,M.W.
Executive Director
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