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COVID-19 Weekly Epidemiological Update  
Edition 61, published 13 October 2021 

In this edition:  

¶ Global overview 

¶ Special focus: Update on SARS-CoV-2 Variants of Interest and Variants of Concern 

¶ WHO regional overviews 

¶ Summary of the Weekly Operational Update 

 

Global overview 
Data as of 10 October 2021 
 
Globally, the numbers of weekly COVID-19 cases and deaths have continued to decline since late August (Figure 
1). Over 2.8 million new cases and over 46 000 new deaths were reported during the week of 4 to 10 October 
2021, representing decreases of 7% and 10% respectively, as compared to the previous week (Table 1). Apart 
from the European Region, which reported a 7% increase in the number of new weekly cases as compared to 
the previous week, all the other regions reported declines in new weekly cases. The largest decrease in new 
weekly cases was reported from the African Region (32%), followed by the Western Pacific Region (26%). The 
cumulative number of confirmed cases reported globally is now over 237 million and the cumulative number of 
deaths is over 4.8 million.  

The number of new weekly deaths reported showed a large (>10%) decline for all regions except for the 
European Region, which reported an 11% increase as compared to the previous week. The largest decline in 
weekly deaths was reported from the Western Pacific and the African Regions, with both showing declines of 
34% as compared to the previous week. 

Figure 1. COVID-19 cases reported weekly by WHO Region, and global deaths, as of 10 October 2021**  

 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
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The regions reporting the highest weekly case incidence rates per 100 000 population were the European Region 
(135.1 new cases per 100 000 population) and the Region of the Americas (92.8 new cases per 100 000 
population), and the same two regions reported the highest weekly incidence in deaths, with both reporting 1.8 
per 100 000 population. 

The highest numbers of new cases were reported from the United States of America (653 837 new cases; 12% 
decrease), the United Kingdom (249 699 new cases; similar to the number reported in the previous week), 
Turkey (205 266 new cases; similar to the number reported in the previous week), the Russian Federation (188 
829 new cases; 14% increase), and India (139 572 new cases; 13% decrease). 

Globally, no new countries, territories or areas (hereafter countries) reported cases with VOCs in the past week. 
As of 12 October, cases of Alpha variant have been reported from 195 countries, Beta variant from 145 countries, 
Gamma variant from 99 countries, and Delta variant from 191 countries across all six WHO regions.  

 

Table 1. Newly reported and cumulative COVID-19 cases and deaths, by WHO Region, as of 10 October 2021**  

WHO Region 
New cases 

in last 7 
days (%) 

Change in 
new cases in 
last 7 days * 

Cumulative 
cases (%) 

New deaths 
in last 7 days 

(%) 

Change in new 
deaths in last 7 

days * 

Cumulative 
deaths (%) 

Americas 
949 371 
  (33%) 

-13% 
91 325 885 

  (38%) 
18 565 
  (40%) 

-14% 
2 241 923 

  (46%) 

Europe 
1 260 455 

  (44%) 
7% 

71 863 813 
  (30%) 

17 198 
  (37%) 

11% 
1 360 102 

  (28%) 

South-East Asia 
247 814 

  (9%) 
-11% 

43 369 716 
  (18%) 

3 636 
  (8%) 

-16% 
681 671 
  (14%) 

Eastern 
Mediterranean 

144 710 
  (5%) 

-13% 
15 970 239 

  (7%) 
3 002 
  (6%) 

-16% 
293 568 

  (6%) 

Western Pacific 
249 098 

  (9%) 
-26% 

8 858 812 
  (4%) 

3 141 
  (7%) 

-34% 
120 846 

  (2%) 

Africa 
33 563 
  (1%) 

-32% 
6 081 759 

  (3%) 
1 247 
  (3%) 

-34% 
148 101 

  (3%) 

Global 
2 885 011 

  (100%) 
-7% 

237 470 988 
  (100%) 

46 789 
  (100%) 

-10% 
4 846 224 

  (100%) 
*Percent change in the number of newly confirmed cases/deaths in past seven days, compared to seven days prior 
** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 

 

For the latest data and other updates on COVID-19, please see: 

¶ WHO COVID-19 Dashboard 

¶ WHO COVID-19 Weekly Operational Update and previous editions of the Weekly Epidemiological Update  

https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
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Figure 2. COVID-19 cases per 100 000 population reported by countries, territories and areas, 4-10 October 2021** 

 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
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Figure 3. COVID-19 deaths per 100 000 population reported by countries, territories and areas, 4 -10 October 2021** 
 

 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 






















