Aerospace Human Factors Association

Monday, May 10, 2010

Sheraton, Phoenix, AZ

Attendees:  Bill Albery, Fanancy Anzalone, Larry Bailey, Fred Bonato, Carla Hackworth, Ron Hoffman, Dwight Holland, Ray King, Carol Manning, Nelda Milburn, David Neri, Tom Nesthus, Eduard Ricaurte, Carlos F. Staff, David Schroeder, Lloyd Tripp, Melissa Ziarnick

Call to order:  Carla Hackworth 7:05am

Minutes – Copies were distributed electronically.  Approved.

Awards. – Larry Bailey served as chair of the awards committee.  Announcement of the awards will take place during the luncheon.  Larry was commended for the fine job.  He obtained 5 dissertations and 7 articles for review.  All were of high quality.  Information regarding our awards was listed in the newsletter and posted on our web site.
We are still working with the AsMA Foundation to provide an endowment that will provide annual funding for the Collins award.  The process is there, we will need to draft a letter and put $10,000 into the account for the award.  A question was raised regarding how well the foundation manages the money.  It is relatively new and does not have an established track record.  We would need to have some type of an agreement regarding removal of the funds if we would want to do so in the future.  We should also ask about the investment philosophy of the foundation.  Tom Nesthus will initiate contacts regarding the status of the foundation and our desire to provide funds in support of the Collins award.
Panels – AsHFA served as sponsor for three panels for this meeting.  They were listed in the latest newsletter and include (a) Sensorimotor Challenges of Space Exploration Missions with Charles Oman and Jacob Bloomberg as chairs on Monday; (b) A two session panel on Fatigue Risk Management Systems (FRMS): Enhancing Aviation Safety with Melissa Mallis and J. Lynn Caldwell as chairs on Tuesday; and (c) Flight Attendant Fatigue:  Follow-on Studies as Directed by Congress with Tom Nesthus as chair on Wednesday.  
New Business.

Website Update – Carla has been in contact with the company involved in managing AsMA’s website.  Updates have been made, as indicated in the newsletter. This has been relatively inexpensive to date ($270).   AsMA has a new web hosting service that will be supporting updates for the AsMA website.  We will need to check the contract to see if we should stay with the company or switch.  Updates were completed as desired.   To reduce the number of incorrect e-mail addresses for military personnel it was indicated that they should use their e-mail for life to ensure contact even if they move.
Dues – It was reported in council that AsMA is working on a process that will allow constituent organizations to charge dues when their AsMA dues are paid.  This may complicate the process for us since the annual dues for AsHFA are based on when the individual joined the association.  


High School Award – Carla reported that efforts to establish the award with outreach and publicity will continue.  She recognized Melissa and Roni Prinzo for their support in establishing criteria for the award.  There are only a few high schools around the country that have and emphasis or focus on maintenance and pilots.  Some of those schools do have projects that may qualify for consideration.  We need to expend additional efforts to reach out and identify schools that may qualify.  Possibly identify academic counselors to identify students/teams that could be candidates for an award.  The difficulty will be in the identification of aviation human factors projects.  A suggestion was made that we attempt to target schools in the area of the convention.  Would we be able to bring the winners to our luncheon meeting to receive the award?  Efforts should be devoted to the development of a publicity plan (facebook) to identify potential locations.  If they could come to the Space Medicine Luncheon – Dwight would pay for the ticket.  This is another option since they often have an astronaut or someone with a connection to NASA as their speaker.

Social Event – Carla reported on her successful effort to hold a joint social event with the Aerospace Physiology Society.  The event will be held on Wednesday at the Diamondback’s ball park.  A separate area has been set aside for the group and attendees will be able to eat all of the hot dogs, etc.  starting an hour before the game until the 7th inning.  If everyone wants to leave at the same time we will meet in the lobby at 6:00pm.

Next Meeting – We will hold our second meeting on Wednesday afternoon from 3:00-4:00pm in Laveen A.
Treasurer’s Report – Tom provided a written report.  This also included information regarding our membership and the directory.  We again have a table set up in the foyer near the AsMA registration booths to attract new members and invite members to pay their dues for 2010.  Members were encouraged to sign up to help manage the table.  As of April 2010 we have an account balance of $8,788.13 and $5,443.77 for the Collins Award.  Current membership for 05/10 and beyond is 93 individuals.
Newsletter – Carla thanked Eduard for his efforts this past year.  He did an excellent job in preparing the newsletter.  Members will be encouraged to provide news items for the newsletters in 2010.  Please consider submitting a news item regarding your research or other news worthy event.
Representative to Council Report – Ray King provided an overview of the activities during Sunday’s Council meeting.  Some discussion was focused on the need to provide peer review of Sunday’s continuing education programs.  Efforts are underway to allow members to pay their constituent organization dues at the same time they pay their AsMA dues.  Melissa went from student member to member at large.  
Website information on AsMA site – We need to review the information provided and further develop this area.  We will devote some time during our November meeting to this effort.  We will also further explore a possible linkage with the Ibero-American group.  Eduard has encouraged this effort in order to promote human factors interests within that group.  The potential to develop a link with HFES was discussed.  Efforts to do this with one of the HFES sub-groups has not worked.
Luncheon – We have sold 37 tickets.
Representative to the AsMA Nominating Committee – Valerie Martindale - no feedback
Liaison activities – No reports
AsHFA Fellows – Mal Cohen reported that we have elected one new fellow, James DeVoll.  Everyone should task themselves with identifying and nominating a fellow during the next year.  You need to get the packet together and submit the nomination to Mal.   Let’s capture the momentum and gain more nominations.
Election Results – Lloyd Tripp reported on the results from the AsHFA election.  The new President-elect is Bill Albery.  Melissa Ziarnick has been elected to serve as the new member-at-large to the executive committee.  Valerie Martindale will continue to serve as our representative to the AsMA nominating committee.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:00am
David J. Schroeder

AsHFA Secretary

