Aerospace Human Factors Association
Monday, May 04, 2009

Westin Bonaventure, Los Angeles, CA

Attendees:  Melchor Antunano, Larry Bailey, Mal Cohen, James DeVoll, Ioxnnis Diamantopoulos, Carla Hackworth, Ron Hoffman, Dwight Holland, Ray King, Carol Manning, Lt. Col. Valerie Martindale, Dave Neri, Tom Nesthus, David Schroeder, Lloyd Tripp, Melissa Ziarnick
Call to order:  Larry Bailey 7:10am

Minutes – Copies were distributed electronically.  Approved.
Constitution and By-Laws vote – Jim DeVoll.  Changes proposed were summarized briefly.  Copies will be printed out and available for the luncheon.  A vote will be held to approve the modifications.
Treasurer’s Report – Tom Nesthus. A written report was provided.  Moved and approved.
Representative to Council Report – Ray King.  There has been a focus on the selection of the next executive director of AsMA.  A primary issue is whether the association should select a member or attempt to find someone who has a managerial background.  Efforts to date have been focused on identifying an AsMA member.  Council decided to continue to search for an AsMA member.   The individual selected will be required to obtain the necessary training as a CAE.  There are some members of council as well as the executive committee who are still in favor of selecting someone with managerial experience who may not necessarily be an AsMA member.

The issue of exploring a name change to more accurately reflect both our aerospace medicine and human factors interests was derailed by the executive committee. Dwight Holland expressed concerns about this decision in the internet world since the name does not fully reflect the breadth of the association.  After further discussion it was decided that we would not push the issue at this point in time.  However, it remains as an important issue for the future.
Luncheon – It was reported that all tickets have been sold.  We may be able to accommodate a few more individuals, if necessary.  Discussion was focused on preparations for the luncheon.  Handouts are available and plaques for the award winners have been distributed to the winners who will not be present at the luncheon.  We had to redo the plaque for Bill Storm since the title was incorrect.  Dr. Mohler will be the luncheon speaker.  Carla Hackworth has prepared an AsHFA survey that will be distributed to all attendees at the luncheon.  Roni Prinzo will handle the distribution of the survey and collection of the responses.  Roni will also assist in membership renewals during the luncheon.
Representative to the AsMA nominating committee – Dave Neri’s term ends this year.  Since he feels that it would be a good idea to have another member as our representative we need to nominate someone for the 3-year position.  The individual selected needs to know that this position requires an active commitment and involvement in the process.  Traditionally, most of the work has involved telecons and e-mail from Oct/Nov through March.  We will revisit the issue and make a selection during our Wednesday meeting.
Old Business - Reimburse Tom for printing of the AsHFA Directory -  $21.30.  Approved.
Carla Hackworth indicated that she had been approached by Dr. Collins regarding updates to newsletters and the inclusion of pictures of the award winners as well as pictures of new members, etc. We should also consider providing additional information in the newsletters regarding sponsorship of activities and highlight the involvement of sponsors and others. 

Discussion of Cephalon funds for AsHFA – Tom Nesthus has conferred with several individuals concerning this matter.  We currently need about $6,000 from the remaining Cephalon funds or other sources to fully endow the Collins award.  The funds would reside in the AsMA Foundation.  Further information will be needed to determine how much money is available and whether we should contribute some money from the AsHFA account to support this effort.  Further discussion on this matter will be held at the Wednesday meeting. 

New Business:   Melchor Antunano indicated that the FAA is currently looking for a scientist to fill the FAA ATC Human Oversight – HF position at FAA Headquarters.  Individuals who are interested or know of someone who may be interested should contact Melchor.
Jim DeVoll brought up the issue about possibly changing the time of our business meeting.  Given the many conflicts that occur during the AsMA meetings it is not likely that we could arrange for another time that would not have other conflicts.
AsHFA Fellows – Mal Cohen indicated that we have one individual who has been approved for fellow status.  An announcement will be made during the luncheon.  If the proposed modifications to the Constitution and By-Laws are approved, all members are encouraged to submit the names of individuals who should be considered for fellow status.
Meeting Adjourned.
